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Upcoming Dates: 
March 9-13: First-year 
students sign up for “First-
year Check-in” appts. in 
OM 230 hall. 
March 16-20: Spring Break 
March 23-27: First-year 
Check-in Appointments 
AND 
Second-year through 
senior students sign up for 
appointments for seminars 
March 30-April 5: Second-
year through senior 
advising appointments 
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By: Callie Snodgrass 
Marshall University 
professor Dr. Nicki 
LoCascio has an impressive 
résumé. She completed her 
undergraduate degree at 
the age of 19, has a Ph.D. 
in Immunogenetics, and is 
the Interim Dean of the 
Honors College at Marshall 
University. 
LoCascio is well-
prepared to handle the new 
position. She previously 
held the position for one 
year following the 
resignation of founding 
Dean Dr. Mary Todd, and 
has been an Associate 
Dean in the Honors College 
for four years. 
The position of Interim 
Dean became available 
following the resignation of 
former Dean Dr. Ronald 
Bieniek last semester. 
Currently there is no set 
time for when the 
permanent position will be 
filled. 
"With the passing of 
President Kopp, Academic 
Affairs is pretty busy right 
now," LoCascio said. "The 
position has been vacated, 
but hasn't been posted on 
the website or announced 
yet." 
LoCascio never 
planned to be involved with 
the Honors College, but 
believes it is a wonderful 
institution at Marshall. 
LoCascio said she is very 
impressed with the students 
in the Honors College, and 
she enjoys teaching honors 
classes. 
"It's exciting for faculty to 
teach Honors students," 
LoCascio said. "It allows 
them to try new techniques 
and expand their own 
abilities. I believe it is a two-
way street, with the 
instructor learning just as 
much as the students." 
LoCascio has already 
begun to schedule classes 
for the fall and is hoping to 
find new topics for honors 
seminars, as well as bring 
back past seminars that 
have been popular among 
students. 
LoCascio wants to 
connect with students more 
effectively and get them 
involved with the Honors 
College. To achieve this 
goal, she is collaborating 
with the Department of 
Housing and Residence Life 
at Marshall. 
Starting in the fall, open 
rooms in Willis Hall are 
going to be available for 
overflow freshman Honors 
College students to move in 
to. LoCascio said she hopes 
this will help the freshman 
students feel more 
connected to the Honors 
Program because they will 
be surrounded by other 
honors students. 
In addition, the Honors 
College has secured a 
classroom in Willis where 
Honors classes are going to be 
scheduled starting next 
semester. 
LoCascio is also working 
diligently to find different ways 
to raise money to help support 
students staying on campus. 
"I understand that housing 
is the most expensive part of 
school," LoCascio said. "We 
want to help students and use 
the Honors program as a way 
to make their whole experience 
at Marshall great." 
Whether or not LoCascio 
will be the one to fill the open 
dean position has yet to be 
decided. LoCascio enjoys the 
position, but said taking on the 
permanent position will take her 
out of teaching. 
"What I like, what I find 
most rewarding, is teaching." 
LoCascio said. 
Familiar Faces Changing Places 
Marshall  
University’s 
Honors  
College 
Newsletter 
as discussion pieces for 
the dinner, each having 
multiple aspects that 
allow for dissenting 
conclusions and opinions 
to share at the round 
table. 
 “What do you think 
about the inequality of 
the extreme wealth gap?” 
“Can we make daily 
changes to stop such a 
global issue?” “Could you 
live your life knowing that 
someone else is 
enduring pain and 
suffering to provide you 
with this comfortable 
life?” “You’ve eaten 
THAT many breadsticks 
in one sitting before?”   
These questions, some 
deeper than others, all 
sparked incredible 
discussion, resulting in 
an ignition of the mind 
that evades most 
everyday discussions.  
The dinner culminated 
By: Andrew Ely 
Some of the brightest 
second-year students at 
Marshall University 
gathered Feb. 6 at the 
4th annual Honors 
College Food for 
Thought dinner. The 
dinner provided students 
the opportunity to 
discuss ethics, 
leadership, and civic 
engagement, all in a 
professional setting.  
The idea for this 
curriculum, birthed by Dr. 
Mary Todd, founding 
dean of the Honors 
College, along with the 
Second Year Seminar 
class curriculum in 2010, 
aimed at restoring vigor 
in sophomore students 
who have fallen victim to 
the infamous 
“sophomore slump.”  
The honors students 
involved with SYS were 
given two articles to use 
with an address given by 
Victoria Ledford, a senior 
Communication Studies 
major, Chemistry minor 
and honors student. 
Victoria hails from Erwin, 
Tennessee, and has an 
affinity for Marshall:, 
especially the  
Thundering Word,, 
Marshall’s speech and 
debate team.  
Ledford, a nationally 
ranked speaker, has 
been incredibly 
successful in her four-
year career on the 
Thundering Word. 
“When I made it to the 
national semi-final of 
Persuasive speaking, I 
realized I had an 
opportunity to represent 
not only those whom I 
referenced in my speech, 
but I had the opportunity 
to positively represent 
Marshall University as a 
whole,” Ledford said.  
A Side of Excellence 
Page 2 
Ledford said that the 
dinner was an especially 
significant opportunity for 
the honors students.  
“[It] forces students to 
step outside their comfort 
zone and challenges 
them to establish new 
relationships with their 
peers,” Ledford said.  
Ledford attributed a 
portion of her success to 
the Honors College, and 
said she continues to 
have high hopes for the 
future. 
“I think my greatest 
accomplishment has yet 
to be achieved,” Ledford 
said. “If I leave Marshall 
University knowing that 
one person was 
impacted or changed by 
my story, I would 
consider that by far the 
greatest accomplishment 
of my time here at 
Marshall.” 
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“If I leave 
Marshall 
University 
knowing that one 
person was 
impacted or 
changed by my 
story, I would 
consider that by 
far the greatest 
accomplishment 
of my time here 
at Marshall.” 
-Ledford 
By: Clara Maynard 
Professor Christine 
Ingersoll is no stranger 
to teaching Honors 
seminars: she’s taught 
The Book Beautiful four 
years in a row.  
Though the name 
might imply a good 
amount of reading, 
Ingersoll explained the 
course is not about the 
content within the 
books.  
“It’s about studying 
the book as an object of 
art in itself and value, 
but in reality students 
are doing a deep level 
of research,” Ingersoll 
said. 
Ingersoll is not only 
teaching The Book 
Beautiful, but also an 
honors section of First 
Year Seminar.  
“There are less 
students in them [the 
seminars] and a lot 
more interaction.” 
Ingersoll said.  
Students taking The 
Book Beautiful learn 
about the craftsmanship 
involved with binding 
and making paper.  
Ingersoll said she 
wants students to 
understand and have 
appreciation for real 
quality.  
“We make these 
attempts and students 
really like that and have 
told me they want more 
of it in the course, so 
this semester we are 
adding more of that.” 
Ingersoll said.  
This semester, 
students were allowed 
to choose a book to 
blog about during the 
course.   
Chase Dye, a 
sophomore Secondary 
Education & English 
major, is focusing his 
blog on “Dracula” by 
Bram Stoker.  
“I’ve learned a lot 
about Bram Stoker and 
the history of Dracula,” 
Dye said. “I’ve also 
learned a lot about 
Dragon Scale Binding, 
which was a lost binding 
technique that was 
Marshall Study Abroad 
Coordinator, and Marshall 
students who have 
studied abroad or 
participated in off-campus 
undergraduate research 
presented their 
experiences. Students 
were informed about the 
available programs, found 
out about scholarships 
that apply and asked 
questions. 
“We work with our 
literature program, the 
summer French program, 
and we have the KIIS 
program,” Warner said, 
“This stands for Kentucky 
Institute of International 
Studies. This is our core 
program we use for 
programs in Europe, but 
here are other programs 
you can use.” 
Warner mentioned 
several scholarships that 
are available through the 
By: Clarissa 
Bonnefond 
Marshall University 
provides many different 
programs that can make 
study abroad a reality 
while also fulfilling 
students’ academic 
requirements.  
The Study Abroad 
Office can arrange for 
students to study in 
destinations such as 
China, Mexico, and the 
United Kingdom. Not only 
can students enroll in 
courses that will transfer 
to Marshall, but they can 
also receive honors credit 
when they return from 
their trip.  
The Honors College 
Student Association 
hosted an event Monday, 
Jan. 29 for students 
interested in studying 
abroad.  
Ryan Warner, 
university that can help 
supplement the cost of 
these expeditions. He 
urged students to apply as 
soon as possible. 
Yeager scholar 
Brogan Barnitz, who 
received scholarships to 
travel to Madrid, Spain 
and Oxford, England, last 
summer, gave a 
presentation about her 
studies overseas.  
“Any opportunity you 
have to study abroad, do 
it,” Barnitz said, “It’s 
The Beauty of Books 
Going Abroad with the Honors College 
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definitely rewarding.” 
Honors student Tayler 
Stamey spoke about her 
future study abroad plans 
after the event. 
“It’s a resume builder,” 
Stamey said. “I’m in Speech 
Therapy and I have a second 
major in psychology. I was 
hoping to go to Oxford to 
learn [about] accents.”  
For further information, 
questions or concerns, 
students interested in 
studying or researching 
abroad may contact Ryan 
Warner in the Study Abroad 
rediscovered in recent 
years.” 
The students also 
spend a lot of time 
researching in the 
Morrow Library Stacks 
with the help of librarian, 
Lori Thompson.  
Honors College 
students are required to 
take two 
interdisciplinary 
seminars before 
graduating. Like The 
Book Beautiful, these 
seminars vary from 
traditional courses 
taught at Marshall with 
unique topics and hands
-on components.  
Ingersoll said she 
plans to teach “The 
Book Beautiful” again 
next spring. 
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By: Ian Lovern 
Ben Williams, 
junior Honors College 
student, knows how 
stressful it can be to 
prepare for graduate 
school entrance 
exams. His personal 
experience has led 
him to create a 
resource for other 
students who are 
looking for a way to 
improve their chances 
of postgraduate 
opportunities.  
In his sophomore 
year, Williams began 
studying to take the 
MCAT exam that 
summer, a year earlier 
than most students 
would plan. He quickly 
realized that the 
materials required for 
his studies were not 
easy to come by.  
Williams found 
himself buying multiple 
books, some of which 
an RA, Williams 
amassed a large 
collection of materials 
for the library that 
includes books for the 
GRE, GMAT, LSAT, 
and MCAT. Williams 
said that the 
foundation of the 
library was purchased 
with the percentage of 
his allotted RA budget, 
but it was further 
expanded by 
donations from 
students living in Willis 
Hall.  
 “It really took off,” 
Williams said. “I had 
students come up to 
me and offer study 
materials that they had 
finished with to add to 
the library. I didn’t plan 
on getting any 
donations like that, so 
it was a huge help to 
the cause.” 
Williams said 
having study aids 
Honors students get a leg up on grad school 
only discussed a 
fraction of the material 
he needed to learn. He 
said it was this process 
of tracking down books 
from all over the 
Internet that gave 
Williams the inspiration 
to start the Graduate 
School Study 
Resource Library in 
the Willis Hall Honors 
dorm.   
 “As an RA, we 
were given a budget,” 
Williams said. “I put 
aside a percentage of 
that budget towards 
purchasing study 
materials for every 
entrance exam 
required by graduate 
programs. That way, 
students can check out 
a book when they 
need it, instead of 
paying to buy a book 
they may only read 
one chapter from.”  
During his time as 
available on one’s own 
terms is convenient for 
students. 
“The biggest 
difficulty I had while 
studying was finding 
the best source of 
information,” Williams 
said. “I would realize I 
needed a book, and 
then I had to order it 
online and wait a week 
for it to arrive. The 
great thing about 
having the library is 
that you can just walk 
down to the front desk 
and check out anything 
you need. It takes five 
minutes.” 
Although Williams 
is no longer an RA, the 
library is still available 
to any honors student 
living in Willis Hall. 
Additionally, any 
student wishing to 
donate their used 
materials to the 
collection may bring 
them to Willis Hall. 
February 2015 
Books are 
available for 
check out 
from the 
Willis Hall 
front desk. 
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World to See: Visual 
Culture and the 
Struggle for Civil 
Rights.” 
“People are talking 
about the civil rights 
movement,” Rabe said, 
“The first things that 
come to mind today 
when we think about 
that time period are a 
handful of iconic films, 
photos, and sound 
bites…”. 
Rabe said the 
media content of the 
era have become 
shorthand for referring 
to the Civil Rights 
period.   
“It is important to 
think about where those 
sounds and pictures 
came from in the first 
place, what they left out 
and how they came to 
be so iconic and 
representative,” Rabe 
said.  
Connor Kleppinger, 
a junior psychology 
major and student of 
Rabe’s seminar, said he 
was interested in this 
seminar because of 
how little he knew about 
civil rights movement 
and Post-War era. 
“Why I chose this 
From Selma to Huntington 
By: Alexis Kastigar 
The nation recently 
directed its attention to 
“Selma” – a motion 
picture reenactment of 
Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s fifty mile trek from 
Selma, Alabama to 
Montgomery. With the 
assistance of a 
professor at Marshall 
University, this 
movement has 
continued to march.  
This semester, Dr. 
Rob Rabe is teaching 
an interdisciplinary 
seminar new to the 
Honors College that will 
examine the 
intersections of mass 
media and the culture of 
the civil rights 
movement. 
Topics of focus in 
this seminar include the 
media, fashion, music, 
and the pop culture of 
the American Post-War 
era examined through 
literature such as Craig 
Werner’s “A Change is 
Gonna Come: Music, 
Race, and the Soul of 
America” and Maurice 
Berger’s “For All the 
seminar was solely 
because I was so 
uninformed previously,” 
Kleppinger said. “[I] was 
curious on how media 
shaped that period’s 
event.” 
Kleppinger said that 
the seminar was 
beneficial inside and out 
of the classroom.  
“This class [has] 
plenty of historical 
background and insight 
from Dr. Rabe,” 
Kleppinger said. “It is 
based on a period that 
the class is not 
altogether familiar 
with…when we are 
given a little more 
direction on where to 
lead our discussion, we 
often stumble upon very 
interesting and new 
perspectives.” 
Kleppinger said that 
most honors students 
continually sought out 
deeper insight and 
wanted to find 
conversation-sparking 
questions. 
 “With classes like 
this seminar,” 
Kleppinger said, “we 
have that avenue to 
look into specific areas 
and dig deeper.” 
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“When we are 
given a little 
more direction 
on where to lead 
our discussion, 
we often stumble 
upon very 
interesting and 
new 
perspectives.” 
-Kleppinger 
Students utilize 
literature to 
focus on the 
various topics 
explored in Dr. 
Rabe’s seminar. 
By: Jared Casto 
Rebecca Turnbull, 
freshman journalism 
student, has had a unique 
first year experience: 
Turnbull is one of eight 
new Yeager scholars. The 
Yeager scholarship, an 
elite honor, includes a full 
ride to the university, 
special Yeager seminars 
with an emphasis on 
leadership, and a study 
abroad opportunity at 
Oxford University. 
To be eligible to apply 
for the Yeager program, the 
applicant must have 
received a minimum 
composite score of 30 on 
the ACT or 1340 on the 
SAT, have a record of 
excellence in high school, 
an involvement in 
extracurricular activities, 
and an exemplary track 
record of leadership. 
Turnbull happened to be a 
student that encompassed 
all of these characteristics. 
“The application was 
online and you just had to 
fill it out. There were some 
essays that you had to write 
for it. It was like an 
application to any other 
scholarship,” said Turnbull. 
Possessing the 
minimum requirements and 
filling out the application 
does not promise admission 
into the program: the 
Yeager program also has 
semi-finalists and finalists. 
To narrow it down to the 
final students, those on the 
scholarship committee use 
a series of phone calls and 
face-to-face interviews to 
choose the future Yeager 
scholars. 
"Last year, from my 
group, they had 17 
finalists,” Turnbull said. “Of 
those, they were going to 
choose six, but they made 
it eight.” 
The Yeager program 
consists of four seminars 
to be completed in the 
students' freshman and 
sophomore years. These 
seminars only consist of 
Yeager-students and 
typically cover general 
education credits. 
“We’re never in a 
classroom,” Turnbull said. 
“We’re always just sitting 
around a big table. So in a 
companions. Both older 
NMR spectrometers 
passed the 
recommended 
replacement date, with 
one machine still running 
on Windows 95 and the 
other being two years 
beyond its expected 20-
year life span.  
Jordan Martinez, a 
Chemistry major and TA 
for an honors inorganic 
chemistry lab, said the 
new machine an 
innovative upgrade from 
the college's older 
machines. 
“The new software 
improves user 
friendliness and effective 
acquisition of data,” 
Martinez said. 
By: Robert Bordelon 
The fourth floor of the 
Science Building recently 
welcomed a brand new 
Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance, or NMR, 
spectrometer. 
For those who are 
unfamiliar with NMR 
spectroscopy, the 
instrument sends a pulse 
of energy through a 
sample of organic 
molecules and reads 
them using the energy 
absorbed by the 
molecules. Researchers 
use the readings to piece 
together the structure of 
the molecule.  
The new instrument is 
a much-needed 
replacement for its aging 
With the purchase of 
the new NMR, many 
classes in the chemistry 
department will be adding 
new lab procedures. The 
Organic chemistry lab, 
Chemistry 218 Honors, 
and several other courses 
will give students a 
chance to run the 
spectrometer.  
Dr. Michael 
Castellani, chair of 
Marshall's chemistry 
department, said that the 
older spectrometers were 
well past their prime, 
making the new device a 
necessary upgrade. 
 “The older instrument 
is currently running on the 
same software you guys 
were using when you 
Being a Yeager Scholar 
College of Science buys new technology 
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were five,” Castellani said. 
“The new instrument is also 
more sensitive, which is the 
result of fifteen years of 
technology, and the older 
instrument itself was 22 
years old when we retired it.” 
The honors inorganic 
and organic chemistry labs 
will directly use the new 
instrument: first learning on 
the older spectrometer then 
advancing onto the new one.  
Over the next few years, 
the older spectrometer will 
break down and the new 
instrument will take its place. 
Students of the chemistry 
may look into or consult the 
science department for more 
details on the specific 
courses that will be able to 
use the new machine. 
way it’s just like dinner 
without the dinner. I know 
I’m not the smartest one 
there, but it’s really cool 
getting to see what they do.” 
One aspect of being a 
Yeager that Turnbull said 
she struggles with is how 
easy it is to not branch out 
from the Yeager 
environment. With the 
seminars and group outings, 
it is easy to miss out on 
other possibilities. 
“It’s hard to kind of go 
out from our group,” said 
Turnbull. “We might look like 
we’re all together all the 
time, but that’s just because 
we have to be.” 
Finalists for the Yeager 
Class of 2019 will be on 
campus for intensive 
interviews beginning March 
6. 
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found that I’d 
photographed Dr. 
Kopp significantly 
more than I 
remembered: photos 
of quoits matches, 
photos of him shaking 
hands with students at 
multicultural events, 
and photos of him 
speaking at the 
annual memorial 
fountain ceremony. 
He was everywhere. 
In retrospect, that’s 
one thing I’ll always 
remember about our 
beloved president. He 
was dedicated and 
involved in all student 
activities: even the 
smallest clubs and 
organizations. I will 
always commend his 
involvement and will 
shamelessly expect 
that of all future 
leaders. 
I found myself 
scanning the room at 
By: Lexi 
Browning 
As a student 
photojournalist at 
Marshall University, 
I’ve covered a 
variety and 
abundance of 
events on campus. 
From the Student 
Government 
Association 
activities on the 
plaza to all the 
women’s basketball 
games, every event 
had one thing in 
common: Our 
university’s 
president on the 
sidelines. 
Our beloved 
leader Dr. Stephen 
J. Kopp died from 
heart complications 
on Dec. 17, a few 
days after the end of 
the fall semester. I 
remember being in 
denial when the first 
press releases sent 
out to the media, 
thinking: This can’t 
be accurate. I just 
photographed Dr. 
Kopp two days ago. 
Over break I 
received requests to 
sort through my 
library to find some 
photos for SGA 
students to post. 
While digging 
through the 
assortment of files I 
Photographic Memories 
his memorial, awaiting 
his profound words 
and presence to take 
the stage. It’s taking a 
while for the Kopp-
lessness of campus 
events to sink in, 
honestly. In my two 
years on campus he 
attended more events 
than I did—which is 
significant coming 
from a journalist. 
If there’s anything 
I’ve learned about 
Marshall in my time 
here, it’s that we, the 
Herd community, have 
a history of rising from 
the ashes. We will 
mourn our loss and 
honor him by picking 
up where he left off. 
We have the power to 
continue his legacy 
and create substantial 
differences on the 
grounds that surround 
us. After all—We are 
Marshall. 
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